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ONDIsPLAY

by Joanna Figueroa

| happened o find these three
patterms from Liberty Star — perfect
for Valenting's! There will be more

at Quilt Market. Look for them in the
January 2009 issue of American Quilt

Retaller. — Susan Fuquay

(480) 585-0708

yerty-star.com
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merchandising goods with dynamic displays

Displays of affection

When you walk into any retail store,
what is the first thing vou notice?
Regardless of how much “great stuff™
there is within those walls, the first and
sometimes the only thing you notice are
the displays. Are they new? Creative?
Pretty? Are they enticing you to buy
what is in them? These are the questions
you should be asking yourself every time
you change your displays.

One of the best reasons to decorate and
change displays within yvour store is
with each change of season. As soon as
the “after Christmas sale” is done (a sale
that I think without exception every
single quile store should do) your store
should begin to transtorm into Winter
or Valentine's Day.

Let's take Valentine's Day for example,
a minor holiday for sure, but one which
will be fun and easy to display. In fact,
aside from the few Valentine fabrics
you mught order, and a few simple
decorations, you probably already have
everything else you need to make a
wonderful Valentine display. Don't get
stuck in the traditional box of what this
day should be, but think more broadly.
Think of general color schemes or
themes. Think of creative packaging,
like adding a Valentine with a coupon
tucked into everyone's purchase. Hold
a free class for making fabric Valentine
cards with kits available.

Most people will not transform their
entire house into Cupid’s playhouse, but
many will want to add some seasonal
touches to their homes. At our house, for
example, the overt holiday decorations
go away after Christmas, but all the

red and white quilts and accessories are
transformed into our Valentine decor.
The same could be done with your store.
Create red and white vignettes using all
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the red and white fabric and accessories
you already have in stock. Pink corners
of the store can easily be created and
touched up with a few traditional
Valentine decorations. Floral quilts can
be highlighted as romantic Valentine
options by adding a few Victorian stvle
Valentine cards, lace and nbbons or
simply a bouquet of roses.

Remember that you have a very

small window to sell those Valentine
collections before they end up on your
sale rack. So perhaps this is a great time
to have a sale on all red, white and pink
fabric. Or, perhaps a sale on any fabric
where the customer can find a heart or
a ribbon. Let them have fun with it,

searching for the fabrics throughout you

store that can qualify for the discount
You know us quilters, we not only lov
a good bargain but we love a good
treasure hunt!

Finally, don't forget to overlook

those tried and true classic Valentine
decorations: candy hearts with message
cheesy little Valentine giveaways, dishe
of chocolate candies for your customer
to partake and definitely roses — fill
your store with roses. And, of course,
have a Happy Valentine's Day!

Tip: Red and white quilts and props ar
good marketing investment because v«
can cycle them for Valentine's Day, 41!
July and Christmas!

Joanna Figueroa is the ouner and des
of Fig Tree Quilts and Fresh Vi
booklets. She designs fabric for Moda
lives in San Leandro, (

Visit vrune. figtreequilts




Visit the
American Quilt Retailer
advertisers during
Quilt Market!

See the booth numbers below.
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